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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Lake Champlain Maritime Museum Partners with NOAA and NAAEE
to Offer Watershed STEM Education Grants

Vergennes, VT — June 22, 2020

The North American Association for Environmental Education (NAAEE), in partnership with
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and supported by the U.S.
Department of Education, is excited to award $2.35 million to 29 environmental education
organizations, including Lake Champlain Maritime Museum (LCMM) in Vergennes, that will
partner with NOAA to provide enriching after school watershed-related STEM (science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics) projects. These grants will support programming for
a total of 91 local 21st Century Community [Learning Centers (21st CCLC) and their students,
many of whom live in high-poverty and underserved areas. The 29 selected projects are serving
17 states, ranging from Alaska to Florida. These Watershed STEM Education Partnership Grants
allow environmental education organizations to collaborate directly with the 21st CCLC sites on
the design and implementation of locally relevant, out-of-school-time programs that develop
students’ environmental literacy and leadership skills as they improve their communities. The
funding is provided by the U.S. Department of Education and administered by NAAEE.

Students will learn about STEM while also building leadership and advocacy skills by
participating in exciting hands-on learning activities and connecting to nature. LCMM will work
with 21st CCLC sites, including Addison Northwest School District Fusion and Mt. Abraham
Union School District Expanded Learning Program, as well as Lake Champlain Sea Grant
educators, to create “Underwater Explorers: Snorkeling the Lake Champlain Watershed,” a two-
year, progressive program that combines snorkeling and watershed science to improve student
STEM skills and inspire students to become lake stewards. This project will also develop the
skills of 21st CCLC site staff educators to integrate environmental education into their teaching
and learning. “Through the hands-on and in-water learning experiences, students will develop
STEM skills that prepare them for future education and career success,” said LCMM Executive
Director Susan Evans McClure, “and by learning to understand and protect our lake, will develop
a healthy life-long connection to our home.”



Staff will also gain from the partnership, strengthening both environmental literacy and teaching
skills. NOAA and 21st CCLC partners will deliver authentic STEM experiences that use
components of the NOAA Bay Watershed Education and Training (B-WET) Meaningful
Watershed Educational Experience (MWEE) model along with other NOAA assets and
expertise.

These grants are part of eceBLUE, NAAEE’s effort to build collaborative partnerships that
support the mutual STEM education goals of NOAA and the U.S. Department of Education.
“We greatly appreciate the hard work of NAAEE and all the grantees to create these amazing
STEM opportunities for students across the country,” said Louisa Koch, Director of Education at
NOAA.

“It is so exciting to launch this unique opportunity and work together with NOAA and the
Department of Education to support educators and 21st CCLC sites. Combining our strengths is
a force multiplier in both creating equitable STEM opportunities for students across the country,
and strengthening EE programs. Together, we can help build a more equitable and sustainable
future,” says T’Noya Thompson, Environmental Education Specialist at NAAEE and Program
Manager for the grant. “These programs will enrich communities around the country, and
ultimately cultivate a sense of stewardship within everyone involved.”
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About Lake Champlain Maritime Museum

Founded in 1985 with the mission to preserve and share the cultural and natural heritage of the
Lake Champlain region, Lake Champlain Maritime Museum is building a healthy future and
community for Lake Champlain. Through education, exhibits and historic boats, research, and
collections, the Museum connects people to the region’s history, ecology, and archaeology and
creates opportunities for hands-on learning that will last a lifetime. Year-round education
programs serve more than 2,500 K-12 students, as well as hundreds of educators locally and
nationally.

About NAAEE

For almost five decades, the North American Association for Environmental Education
(NAAEE) has served as the professional association, champion, and backbone organization for
the field of environmental education (EE), working with EE professionals across United States,
Canada, and Mexico, as well as globally, to advance environmental literacy and civic
engagement. NAAEE is the only national membership organization dedicated to strengthening
EE and increasing the visibility and effectiveness of the field. With more than 20,000 members
and supporters, including affiliations with 56 state and provincial EE organizations and members
in more than 30 countries, NAAEE’s work aims to provide the field with professional
development, access to learning networks and collaborative partnerships, tools and resources to
promote effective practice, and leadership and capacity building. NAAEE is also involved in a
number of field-building activities and signature programs, including the Natural Start Alliance
to advance environmental education in early childhood and the Global Environmental Education
Partnership—a global network dedicated to building capacity at the country level (see
thegeep.org). For more information on NAAEE, visit https://naaee.org.

About NOAA

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) is an agency that enriches life
through science. From daily weather forecasts, severe storm warnings, and climate monitoring to
fisheries management, coastal restoration and supporting marine commerce, NOAA’s products
and services support economic vitality and affect more than one-third of America’s gross
domestic product. NOAA’s dedicated scientists use cutting-edge research and high-tech
instrumentation to provide citizens, planners, emergency managers, and other decision-makers
with reliable information they need when they need it.

About eeBLUE

NAAEE is building partnerships that support the mutual Science Technology Engineering Math
(STEM) education goals of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and



the U.S. Department of Education through an exciting collaboration called eeBLUE. eeBLUE is
a $5 million, five-year partnership agreement between NOAA and NAAEE to help create a more
environmentally literate society that has the knowledge, skills, and motivation to conserve our
natural resources and build more resilient communities across the country. It will also strengthen
professional networks, support high-quality STEM education, and provide education and
outreach for educators and other audiences.

To learn more and follow our partners’ eeBLUE journey, please visit our Watershed STEM
Education Grants webpage and follow NAAEE on Facebook and Twitter @TheNAAEE.

About the U.S. Department of Education’s 21st Century Community
Learning Centers (21st CCLC) Program

This program supports the creation of community learning centers that provide academic
enrichment opportunities during non-school hours for children, particularly students who attend
high-poverty and low-performing schools. The program helps students meet state and local
student standards in core academic subjects, such as reading and math; offers students a broad
array of enrichment activities that can complement their regular academic programs; and offers
literacy and other educational services to the families of participating children.

The 21st CCLC program is the largest out-of-school program in the nation, serving over 1.5
million students in all 50 states. The 21st CCLC sites provide academic enrichment opportunities
during out-of-school time for children, particularly students who attend high-poverty and low-
performing schools.



